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PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

Master of Divinity 
The Master of Divinity degree is the flagship program of study at The John Leland Center for Theological 

Studies. The Master of Divinity program is designed for students who intend to enter full-time ordained 

vocational ministry in a congregational or denominational setting. Graduation requirements: Successful 

completion of 75 semester credit hours in the prescribed curriculum, Master's Sermon, community event 

participation, and full payment of all tuition and fees. This degree is designed to be completed in five to six 

years part-time or three to four years full-time. 

Master of Theological Studies 
The Master of Theological Studies degree is a program of study designed for students who wish to obtain a 

general theological education. The course of study is not designed to provide the qualifications for ordained 

ministry. The Master of Theological Studies degree is normally completed in four to five years part-time or 

two to three years full-time. Graduation requirements: Successful completion of 50 semester credit hours in 

the prescribed curriculum, MTS Thesis, community event participation, and full payment of all tuition and 

fees. 

Master of Christian Leadership 
The Master of Christian Leadership degree is a program of study designed to prepare students for competent 
leadership in  congregations, where the calling is not to senior ordained pastoral leadership, 
or other ministry  settings  outside the local church. Students may choose a Congregational or Public Life 
emphasis in their coursework to support their intended ministry context. Graduation requirements: 
Successful completion of 36 semester credit hours in the prescribed curriculum, Leadership Practicum, 
community event participation, and full payment of all tuition and fees. The degree is designed to be 
completed in three to four years part-time or two to three years full-time. 

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies 
The Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies is a non-degree, master's-level program that permits 

students to achieve a basic introduction to the major theological disciplines. This certificate requires 

successful completion of 18 credit hours. Graduate certificate students also will be required to attend the 

specified number of community events each year and fully pay all tuition and fees to graduate. The 

program requires a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. The program is designed to 

be completed in two years part-time or one year full-time. 

Graduate Certificate in Christian Leadership
The Graduate Certificate in Christian Leadership is a non-degree, master's-level program of study that is 

ideal for ministers and lay persons who wish to enhance their leadership skills in order to exercise 

theologically integrated leadership in congregational and other public life settings. The program requires a 

student to have finished their bachelor's degree. This certificate requires successful completion of 18 credit 

hours. Graduate certificate students also will be required to attend the specified number of community 

events each year and fully pay all tuition and fees to graduate. The program is designed to be completed in 

two years part-time or one year full-time. 
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Graduate Certificate in Biblical Justice Formation 
The Graduate Certificate in Biblical Justice Formation is a non-degree, master's-level program of study 

designed for students who are passionate about exploring biblical justice and designing and implementing 

worship, education, and/or advocacy initiatives that promote such justice. The program requires a student 

to have finished their bachelor's degree. This certificate requires successful completion of 18 credit hours. 

Graduate certificate students also will be required to attend the specified number of community events 

each year and fully pay all tuition and fees to graduate. The program is designed to be completed in two 

years part-time or one year full-time. 

Diploma in Theology 
The Diploma in Theology is a non-degree program of study for students seeking to gain theological 

knowledge and practical skills for ministry. This program is for both laity and ministry candidates who 

have completed a high school degree or equivalent, but not yet received a bachelor's degree. The 

curriculum is taught on the undergraduate level. Completion of the diploma requires successful 

completion of 36 semester credit hours (12 courses) and full payment of all tuition and fees. 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES 

Accreditation 

The John Leland Center for Theological Studies awards the Master of Divinity, the Master of 

Theological Studies, and Master of Christian Leadership degrees. In June of2006 ATS granted The John 

Leland Center full accreditation. In 2012, ATS reaffirmed our accreditation through 2022. 

The Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada 

10 Summit Park Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15275 

(412)788-6505

www.ats.edu

SCHEV Statement 
The John Leland Center for Theological Studies is a religious institution exempt from the requirement of 
state certification in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Advanced Standing 
Students who have taken comparable courses within the last three years and/or achieved competence 

related to an area of graduate study may bypass certain foundational courses and substitute advanced 

courses or electives to complete the required number of hours. The applicant must make a written 

request to the Academic Dean. No more than 12 hours credit may be bypassed with advanced standing. In 

some cases, advanced standing may be granted on the basis of work completed within the Diploma in 

Theology program. 

Transfer of Credit 
The John Leland Center will consider graduate-level transfer credits earned from institutions accredited by 

the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada, regional accreditation associations, 

and/or recognized specialized agencies toward degree programs of students enrolled in the Master of 

Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, or Master of Christian Leadership and toward the Graduate 

Certificates in Theological Studies, Christian Leadership Studies, and Biblical Justice Formation. The John 

Leland Center will consider undergraduate-level transfer credits earned from institutions accredited by 

regional accreditation associations and those accredited by the Transnational Association of Christian 

Colleges and Schools (TRACS) and/ or recognized specialized agencies toward the Diploma in Theology 

program. Each course considered for transfer is required to have a grade of at least C (2.0 on a 4.0 scale) and 

must be substantially parallel to a course offered in the Leland Center curriculum. A student may transfer a 

maximum of 48 credit hours for the Master of Divinity degree, a maximum of33 credit hours for the Master 

of Theological Studies degree, a maximum of 24 hours for the Master of Christian Leadership degree, a 

maximum of 6 credit hours for the Graduate Certificate programs in Theological Studies, Christian 

Leadership, and Biblical Justice Formation,and a maximum of12 credit hours for the Diploma in Theology. Up 

to one half of the credits from a previously earned master's degree will be considered for transfer if they meet 

the above criteria. The other institution( s) must provide Leland with official transcripts that include the 

student's credit amounts, course names, and grades for the credits requested to be transferred. In some 

cases, descriptions of the courses may also be required. Leland will maintain these official transcripts and a 

written record of credit given for previous education and training. When appropriate credit has been given 

for previous education and training, the 
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MF 4301 - Spiritual Formation 
The purpose of this course is to prepare students holistically in relational and character formation. Students will 
examine and apply spiritual disciplines in and outside of class. Students will also review recent studies in brain 
science that stress the importance of attachment for character growth. Through these studies, students will 
understand how the disciplines shape our thinking, feeling, and relating as Christ followers and how we change into 
the image of Christ as a result of the Holy Spirit and our attachment to God and others. 

MF 4333 - Justice, Church, and Society 
This course will challenge students to bring the transformational potential of the biblical texts to bear on critical 
contemporary justice contexts as regarding the distribution of social benefits and penalties; the exercise of legitimate 
power, fairness, and balance; and honoring the rights or entitlements of people made in the image of God. Reflecting 
upon and contrasting what we love and what God loves, students will critique ongoing Christian behaviors that are 
either congruent or incongruent with biblical justice. Prerequisite for GCBJF students: EH 3205. 

MF 4335 - Critical Engagement with Biblical Justice 
This course is designed to guide the student's search for biblical justice through critical engagement with a 
contemporary justice theorist. Students will compare and contrast the ideology of a contemporary justice theorist with 
the course's information. The successful student will demonstrate the capacity to synthesize salient principles from 
selected theorists on their way to articulating a paradigm for justice formation. Prerequisites: EH 3205; MF 4333. 

MF 4339 - Justice Formation Externship 
After completing the prerequisites, students will complete one of the following initiatives: 1) develop an inclusive 
worship service praising God for the responsibility to be agents of his justice and righteousness; 2) conduct an 
education course to encourage communities and governments to do what is just and right; or 3) initiate or continue an 
advocative initiative intended to redress or dismantle a structural or systemic injustice that is incongruent with God's 
love. Prerequisites: EH 3205; MF 4333; MF 4335. 

THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY (MF 4500) 

MF 4501 - Pastoral Theology and Ministry 
This course provides an in-depth analysis of the personal and professional life of the pastor and other Christian 
leaders and will help students develop a vision of pastoral ministry. 

MF 4511 - Pastoral Care and Counseling 
An introduction to the basics of pastoral care and counseling, providing students with a foundation foreffective ministry 
and basic skills. 

MF 4505 - Church Administration 
This course provides students with a broad overview of the theory and practice of effective administration for the 
church and its programs. Special attention is paid to planning, staffing, financial management, and organizational 
development and operations. 

MF 4545 - Christian Education 
This course assists students in developing a theologically sound, practical approach to engaging in the ministry of 
education in the local church and other ministry settings. Special attention will be given to four broad topics: 1) the 
biblical, theological, and philosophical foundations of Christian education; 2) curriculum and instructional design; 3) 
educational administration; and 4) the analysis and design of Christian education ministries. Assessment is done by 
portfolio. Prerequisite: TP 2101. 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT (MF 4700 and 4900) 

MF 4721- Leadership in Missions 
This course will help leaders gain a theological understanding of their vocational callings, will examine current 
leadership approaches in missions, and enable leaders to construct, articulate, and implement theologically 
transformative leadership strategies in their callings. 
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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP STUDIES 

The Graduate Certificate in Christian Leadership Studies is a non-degree, master's-level program of 

study that is ideal for ministers and lay persons who wish to enhance their leadership skills in order to 

exercise theologically integrated leadership in congregational and other public life settings. The program 

is designed to be completed in two years part-time or in one year with full-time studies. Like the other 

programs at The John Leland Center, courses are scheduled so that students who are working full-time 

may pursue their studies without significantly compromising their family life and employment. 

Graduation requirements include successful completion of 18 semester credit hours in the prescribed 

curriculum, community event participation, and full payment of all tuition and fees. The program requires 

a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. 

RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM 

MF 4301 Spiritual Formation(3) 

TP 2101 Introduction to Theological Studies (3) 

B 1305 Interpreting the Old Testament(3) ORB 1505 Interpreting the NewTestament(3) 

MF 4903 Modern Theories of Leadership (3) 

MF 4905 Theology and Practice of Leadership (3) 

MF**** Focused Leadership Elective (3) 
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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 

BIBLICAL JUSTICE FORMATION 

The  Graduate Certificate in Biblical Justice Formation is  a non-degree, master's-level program of study 

designed for students interested in what the Bible has to say about justice, and what relevance that has for 

people, particularly Christians, today. The program is ideal for people across all vocations who wish to 

point ways forward for everyone seeking to think and act in harmony with God - a community of equals 

pursuing biblical justice in the world today. The program is designed to be completed in two years part-time 

or one year full-time. Like the other programs at The John Leland Center, courses are scheduled so that students 

who are working full-time may pursue their studies without significantly compromising their family life and 

employment. 

Graduation requirements include successful completion of 18 semester credit hours in the prescribed 

curriculum, community event participation, and full payment of all tuition and fees. The program requires a 

bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university. 

RECOMMENDED CURRICULUM 

MF 4301 Spiritual Formation (3) 

B 1305 Interpreting the Old Testament (3) ORB 1505 Interpreting the New Testament (3) 

EH 3205 In Search of Biblical Justice (3)12 

MF 4333 Justice, Church, and Society (3) 

MF 4335 Critical Engagement with Biblical Justice (3) 

MF 4339 Justice Formation Externship (3) 

12 Prior to Spring semester 2021, this course had course ID TP 2305. 
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18 Total Required Hours 
















