Introduction to Preaching

The purpose of this class will be to equip each student to apply sound techniques for
the preparation and delivery of the sermon, recognize the significance of biblically
based sermons in varying cultural contexts, and cultivate an awareness of how that
sermon is received by those who listen.

James K. Abernathy, Instructor
Senior Pastor, Westwood Baptist Church
Old Keene Mill Road
Springfield, Va. 22015
Office Number: 703-451-5120
Cell Number:  703-395-9665

Goals for the Course
1. Students will focus on basic skills of communication, learning and/or
relearning the significance of their voice (speech patterns, timing, inflection,
etc.) in the context of the sermon.
2. Students will learn the value of preaching biblical truth in the context of an
ever-changing culture, considering the vitality of various factors that shape both
the preacher's and the hearer's approach to the sermon.
3. Students will prepare and deliver two sermons, the first assigned for a
particular context and limited time frame, and the second in the context of a
regular worship service.
4. Students will develop a sense of community within the class that will
empower discussion and encourage personal growth.

Required Texts:
Michael J. Quicke, 360 Degree Preaching. Hearing, Speaking, and Living the
Word, Baker Academic, 2003.
Teresa L. Fry Brown, Delivering the Sermon, Fortress Press, 2008.
Marvin A. McMickle, Shaping the Claim, Fortress Press, 2008.
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Evaluation:
Test: 25%
Sermons: 50%

Class Participation: 25%



